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B uilding a lake home on an empty 
lot can be exciting, yet challeng-

ing. With no existing structure to provide a 
snapshot of exactly how a new house will 
look and feel, sometimes it takes a certain 
kind of vision to see the full picture.

For one family that relocated to the lakes 
area in Ottertail County, finding the right lot 
on the right lake was just the beginning of 
that vision. They wanted to raise their four 
children in this house, so it had to be more 
than a cabin on a lake; it had to be their 
home.

“When our extended families first saw the 
lake lot we had chosen, they were flabber-
gasted and thought we were unaware of 
the amount of work it would take to develop 
and build on that lot. They just couldn’t see 
the vision that we could see. It has been fun 
watching their reactions now.”

To design the home, this couple wanted to 
find an architect or designer who could take 
their drawings, along with their budget, and 
then add the artistic touch and expertise 
that would make the house project come 
together for them.

While walking down Main Street in Perham one day, 
they noticed the sign for Harmonious Architecture and 
stopped in to ask a couple of questions.

“Right from the start, Kelli Wegscheid was very helpful, 
professional, and accommodating. We had the nuts and 
bolts figured out and she definitely added that artistic 
touch we were seeking.”

Wegscheid describes the home as cozy, welcoming, and 
filled with kids, dogs, and happiness.

“When our extended families first saw the lake lot we 
had chosen, they were flabbergasted, and thought we 
were unaware of the amount of work it would take to 

develop and build on that lot.”

The Homeowners
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“They came to me with scale drawings on 
grid paper,” says Wegscheid, AIA, archi-
tect and owner of Harmonious Architecture. 
“We refined it, but they had their initial ideas 
sketched out as far as where everything 
would be located, with the specific sizes in-
cluded. We fine-tuned it and tweaked it from 
there.”

Positioning this four bedroom, two-level 
house on the lot in order to take advantage 
of the walk-out to the lake, however, would 
mean a steeper driveway up to the road. They 
worked together with both Wegscheid and 

their builder, Eric Munson, owner of Emcon, 
Inc., in Nevis, Minnesota, to solve this issue.
“When the homeowners came to me, one of 
their requirements was that we start the con-
struction right away, which would involve a 
winter build,” says Munson. “A winter build has 
its own set of challenges, but one of the most 
unique aspects of this project was the place-
ment of the house on the lot.”
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He says they had many conversations about 
the lot elevation and how to maximize that 
placement.

“They wanted the walk to the lake to be 
more level, but we had to take the steep-
ness of the driveway into consideration,” he 
continues. “Finding the right spot and split-
ting the difference between those two fac-
tors was critical.”

Emcon, Inc. had been highly recommended 
to the homeowners by a close friend and 
they weren’t disappointed.

“We were very pleased with Eric and his 
crew. They added so many extra touches 
and had such great attitudes. Andrew Bur-
ton, in particular, did all the concrete work, 
was the lead on the framing and roofing, 
and did all the hand grouting on the entire 
fireplace, which is a work of art.”

That wood-burning stone fireplace is a focal 
point in the living area, which is an open room 
with high ceilings, multiple windows, and a 
view to the lake. The homeowners wanted the 
fireplace as part of their natural design for the 
front of the house, even though most fireplac-
es aren’t usually located on the lakeside wall.  

“Our vision was to have it as a centerpiece. 
There was a lot of discussion about moving 
it to an inside wall, but this is what we want-
ed. For us, our families have always had a 
wood-burning fireplace with a large sofa sur-
rounding it; it's the spot where everyone gets 

“Right from the start, Kelli Wegscheid was very helpful, 
professional, and accommodating. We had the nuts and 
bolts figured out and she definitely added that artistic 

touch we were seeking.”

The Homeowners
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together, hangs out, and talks in front of a 
crackling fire. We have so many memories 
based around that ambiance, and we want-
ed that to be part of our family’s memories.” 

When they first began putting together 
their personal drawings for the house they 
wanted to build, they borrowed several el-
ements of inspiration from a favorite family 
cabin, particularly the layout of the kitchen, 
along with a walk-in pantry. From there, they 
took into account a smattering of Pinterest 
and HGTV ideas, sliding barn doors, some 
shiplap, some stone, and each of their own 
“non-negotiables,” along with the personal 
needs for a busy family of six that also likes 
to host large group gatherings. They de-
scribe the home’s style as “Coastal Crafts-
man Farmhouse.” 

Their pantry, for instance, has an eight-
foot wood countertop. While probably less 
common than pantries that are focused on 
storage space, this one fits their needs for 
an expansive food prep area to accommo-
date the large groups when their extended 
families get together. It’s also the perfect 
spot to come in from the garage and unload 
groceries.

“We were very pleased with Eric and his crew. 
They added so many extra touches and had 

such great attitudes."
The Homeowners on Emcon, Inc.



The rest of the kitchen, decorated with 
shades of blues and grays, is accented by a 
dramatic fleur-de-lis  design in the tile back-
splash above the range. The unique lighting 
fixtures also make a style statement.

Finding the exact lighting they wanted took 
a great deal of time to research, shop, and 
carefully select each fixture as product 
shortages often forced them to order from 
several different sites.

Choosing their waterproof, low maintenance 
vinyl plank Metroflor flooring was a little 
simpler. With the amount of wet or snowy 
kids coming in from the outside, it was the 
perfect choice for this active family.

In the children’s bedrooms, they wanted to 
keep the bed space simple and uncluttered, 
so the closets were built large enough to 
not only hang clothes, but also to include 
the dressers. This allows more space in the 
room and also keeps clothes tucked away in 
the closet area. 
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“Part of why we love our home is that it reflects 
our vision and we did so much ourselves, putting 
our own sweat into it.  We were so involved, and 

it has made it all the more special to see the 
progress and the end result.”

The Homeowners
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On the exterior, the homeowners chose a 
Royal vinyl siding from Northland Lumber 
in a shade of blue called Edgewood, and 
Thermo-Tech windows. An aluminum wrap-
around deck railing from Westbury spans 
the structure and accentuates the stone 
fireplace in the center. 

“The majority of the compliments we get 
from people are about our deck. Some peo-
ple seem to have poor luck with composite 
decking, but with a builder like Eric, he gave 
us a great deal of help in making those kinds 
of choices. He suggested MoistureShield as 
an option. We had never heard of this, but it 
was an awesome choice. It looks like a fan-
cy, expensive deck, but it was moderately 
priced and has held up well.” 

Wegscheid adds that one aspect of this 
home that makes it more personal for the 
family is that the homeowner put his own 
craftsmanship into several areas. 

“He does a lot of woodworking,” she ex-
plains. “He built the mantel from heirloom 
wood, and he also built much of their bed-
room furniture. For the countertops and 
shelving in the pantry, he used wood from 
a Norway Pine that they cut and milled from 
their previous home.”

Besides the personal touches added with 
the woodworking, the couple also installed 



their own landscaping, rock wall, and sprin-
kler system.

Building this rural home on a new lake lot 
came with its own set of complications. 
Along with the need to add a well and a 
septic tank with a drainfield, a small area of 
wetlands near the lake had to be resolved 
through the county’s Wetland Delineation. 
In the end, it was all worth it, and there isn’t 
much they would change about the way 
they built this home.

“Part of why we love our home is that it re-
flects our vision and we did so much our-
selves, putting our own sweat into it.  We 
were so involved, and it has made it all the 
more special to see the progress and the 
end result.” L&H
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